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/0 years have brought an unprecedented attack on environmental regulati
nt including the axing or gutting of important laws and programs aimed
fish habitat and preventing pollution of our waterways.

W OF ENVIRONMENTAL CLIMATE

rovincial environmental regulations

bell government has replaced the Forest Practices Code with the Forest ¢
\ct, negotiated behind closed doors with the logging industry. But, the "r
roach will give fish streams little protection until actual damage has occ

ssure from devel opers, the B.C. government is moving to roll back urban
s contained in the Streamside Protection Regulation. Instead, a new regul
rreas Regulation will allow housing and commercial developersto hirett
5t0 assess stream impacts and advise on protection measures, in most ca
municipal and federal habitat biologists.

Ice has weakened pulp pollution regulations, relaxed the pesticide contrc
s and has approved permits for major municipalities to dump huge quant
geinto our oceans,

‘arming impacts

um was placed on new farm sites by the NDP because of increasing aws
‘e impacts of the salmon farming on wild salmon and the marine ecosyst
>lude seabed pollution, the danger of transfer of sealice and diseasetow
cks, and the escape and spawning of Atlantic salmon in B.C. streams. D



Oil and Gas Development

il and gas exploration off the B.C. coast could bring devastating impacts
1d fish habitat. Oil spills, dumped drilling muds, tanker traffic and impac
ting would al negatively impact commercial fisheries and marine eco-s
isincreased on the B.C. coast because prevailing winds would blow any
ore, not offshore as is the case on the East Coast. Drilling would take pl:
ters and would be situated in a major earthquake zone.

e Government of Canadaimposed a moratorium on crude oil tanker traf
xon Entrance, Hecate Strait, and Queen Charlotte Sound due to concern:
nvironmental impacts. The moratorium was subsequently extended to in
ivities. Thiswas followed by a similar prohibition by the government of

'|ast two years the province has been actively working to lift the morato
| and gas exploration and drilling. Campbell has been lobbying the feder
1t to lift the moratorium and in his Throne Speech in February 2003, Gol
dledged that there would be offshore drilling by 2010. At the federal lev:
Minster John Efford has declared himself in favour of offshore oil and g
1e federal government has now initiated a public review process to ook
ting of the federal moratorium on offshore oil and gas exploration, chair
lith clear tiesto the oil and gas industry. Hearings are being held in coas
es and areport will go to the federal cabinet recommending whether or 1
n should be lifted.

) oil company has publicly announced any interest in offshore oil and ga
nt. But their offshore |eases are extensive. Fortunately, any drilling or se
Jld require afederal Environmental Assessment before proceeding.

taffing levels for habitat protection

oell government has cut deep into staffing levelsin all Ministries concer
ntal protection. Between 2001and 2005, Water, Land and Air Protection
cut by 41 percent; Sustainable Resource Management by 44 percent; anc
percent. Water, Land, and Air Protection's Wildlife, Fisheries and Habit
programs are left with only 225 staff for the entire province. The equiva



IES IN 2003
-arming

3uck Suzuki Environmental Foundation continued to be an active partne
wstal Alliance for Aquaculture Reform (CAAR), which includes the Geol
ance, David Suzuki Foundation, Raincoast Research, Watershed Watch,
ncoast Conservation, Friends of Clayoquot Sound and the MTTC. We h
‘nership with GSA with one funder and a partnership with CAAR with tl
ders.
rked in the North to raise awareness about the impacts of salmon farmin
1mercia fishermen, sportsfishing groups, First Nations and the genera
de presentations to public bodies and took petitions to public events. Res
produced submissions to DFO on the first three new epplications for sa
nsin the North. Distributed |eaflets and other printed material throughot
Imunity.
rked with the CAAR Government Relations committee to critique gover
cy and to meet with decision-makers at the provincial and federal level,
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, the Minister of Sustainable
relopment and the Pacific Regional Director for DFO. Assisted in resear
vincial government record for areport card produced by the GSA for C/
;ame an appointed representative for CAAR to the B.C. Science Council
Jaculture Research and Development Committee, which oversees the gr:
> million in aguaculture research funds. Advocated for increased researc
ted to impacts from sea lice and disease on wild stocks.

reamside Protection

lowed up participation in the provincial Streamside Protection Regulatic
/isory Committee with updates to B.C. Environmental Network groups (
vincial directions regarding the Streamside Protection Regulation.
janized a meeting of streamkeeper, stewardship and conservation groups
vamped streamside regulation with the participation of key steff at the M
ter, Land and Air Protection Biodiversity Branch, including Pacific Stre:
leration, Byrne Creek Streamkeepers, Evergreen, Maple Creek Watershe
amkeeners. West Vancouver Streamkeeners Societv. Stonev Creek



iy from a directive to municipalities to enact municipal streamside prote
asures, and was moving instead to amodel of devel oper-funded environr
sultants working under a standard streamsi de assessment model.

tream Protection

ticipated as a member group in the Coalition for Sustainable Forest Solu
ch drafted alternative legislative models for forest ecosystem protection
ducted a series of public meetingsto build public awareness regarding a
st practices regulations.

lic consultations on forest practices regulations were not convened as ex
ead, the province allowed the B.C. Environmental Network to represent
ironmental sector in closed, confidential meetings leading to the drafting
Jlations. The T. Buck Suzuki Environmental Foundation was part of the
rironmental Network Forest Caucus advising the province through its
"esentative.

ticipated as a member of the Forest Stewardship Council, which has beel
blishing certification standards for environmentally sustainable B.C. for
ducts.

| Prevention — Sewage, Offshore Oil and Gas

1ducted a workshop with the Labour Environmental Alliance Society on
ns in the home and workplace. The T. Buck Suzuki Environmental Foul
sentation focused on the household products that are harmful to fish, isst
rage treatment, sewage effluent and stormwater outfalls.

t with environmental staff from North Vancouver District and the City o
couver to discuss riparian and stormwater issues.

t with the North Shore Streamkeepers to explore possible joint initiative:
rian protection and stormwater pollution prevention.

isted in setting up a strategy session for environmental groups working
les and helped devel op a mission statement and founding principles. Fur
eeded in 2004 for this coalition to become aworking body — lack of fun
st groups in this issue area has made it difficult to achieve what was first
isioned.
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rked with the University of Victoria Environmental Law Centre where e
student was assigned to T. Buck Suzuki Environmental Foundation to
lyze alternative source control measuresin Toronto, Vancouver, Victori
ttle.
ticipated in the Oil Free Coast coalition to help raise public awareness at
antial impacts to marine life from offshore oil and gas exploration and
sentations at public hearings conducted by the federal government.
ticipated in the B.C. Environment Network Toxins Caucus.

jucation

duced afall edition of the T. Buck Suzuki Environmental Foundation
monWatch newd etter with articles examining contaminants in marine m
ygia Strait sewage pollution, restoring Rivers Inlet sockeye runs, offsho
exploration and local stewardship efforts.

tributed 2,000 SalmonWatch newsl etters to streamkeepers, environment
imercia fishermen, First Nations, commercial fishing organizations and
nts.

de SalmonWatch available through the T. Buck Suzuki Environmental F
)site and public libraries.

searched and produced an overview booklet on impacts to fish habitat, Fi
ure.



ED WORKPLAN FOR 2004

FARMING

ntinue to work with CAAR to press for amove to closed containment
hnologies for B.C. salmon farming.

ntinue to work in the North raising public awareness on the issue and cri
xific siting proposals in the North.

ntinue to participate in advising on research priorities through the B.C. ¢
uncil.

SIDE PROTECTION

ork to organize local stewardship, streamkeeper and conservation groups
/ocate for a strong stream assessment process as part of the new Ripariar
gulation and to monitor the results of the new urban stream assessment |

STREAM PROTECTION

yare abrief on the impacts from changes to forest legislation and regule

[

ON PREVENTION

yare a brief on industry-specific pollution reduction measures for indus
eater Vancouver contributing significantly to sewage loadings.

ganize a series of meetings with the conservation community to formula
;ommendations on industry specific pollution reduction to present to the
ork with Georgia Strait Alliance and the Labour Environmental Alliance
mulate a strategy to push for secondary sewage treatment for Greater Vi
ork to increase public participation in regional meetings on the potential

»moratorium on B.C. offshore oil and gas exploration and continue to w
2 Oil Free Coast coalition.



